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A business standard article published long ago quoted that India 

can save two billion USD dollars through open-source softwares. 

This business standard article has covered the entire commercial 

software used by the Indian community.  

In this write-up, I would like to summarise the use of open-source 

software in the business school curriculum and how it leads to 

national savings. Most universities, especially in management 

courses, use commercial data analysis software such as SPSS, 

SAS, Stata, etc. Because of the pandemic, students do not have 

access to some of the software available in their labs. Even faculty 

members may not have the required software to do their remote 

teaching. To resolve this issue, educational institutions and faculty 

members can start using open-source software in their remote 

education. For example, in some multivariate data analysis courses, 

we use MATLAB to perform numerical analysis. The cost of the 

MATLAB academic version per year is Rs. 15000. We can 

alternatively use open-source license-based Scilab or Octave GNU. 

Similarly, we use SPSS software to handle data analysis courses in 

the management discipline. The SPSS base version costs Rs. 6935 

per month. You estimate the number of institutions and users using 

this software to handle data analysis courses across the country. 

Alternatively, we would use JAMOVI, JASP and BlueSky Statistics 

to replace commercial software used in management schools in 

India. These open-source software are developed based on R 

programming language. 

Similarly, in R software, a Graphical User Interfaced (GUI) based 

package is available called Rcmdr, and in Python Orange package. 

Beyond these GUI-based packages, we can also try using 

programming-based languages like Julia, R, and Python. With the 

help of these approaches, we can save the education budget of the 

institute; in turn, it results in national savings. Our government also 

took some initiatives to promote open-source software usage in 

Indian universities through FOSSEE (www.fossee.in).  

The above table shows the approximate estimated cost for 

procuring three of the popular software in India. This amount is 

going away from India to procure the required softwares. Only for 

three of the software I have shown the estimated budget. Similarly, 

many more commercial software is widely used by educational 

institutions in India.    
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In conclusion, with the help of open-source software, we would 

be able to save the education budget of the institute/university; 

in turn, it will lead to national savings.  
 

Example Estimation of Software Cost 
S. 

No 

Commercial 

software 

Approximate 

price per user 

license  

Estimated 

budget for the 

country (per 

year)  

Alternati

ve open-

source 

software 

options  

1 IBM SPSS 

Base version 

Rs. 77000 per 

year 

2000 colleges 

with 60 user 

licenses=Rs. 

924 crores  

BlueSky 

Statistics, 

JAMOVI, 

JASP, 

PSPP, R, 

Python  

2 MATLAB 

Standard  

Rs. 62000 per 

year 

2000 colleges 

with 60 user 

licenses=Rs. 

744 crores 

Scilab 

and GNU 

Octave 

3 IBM SPSS 

Modeler 

 

Rs. 34,956 per 

month 

500 colleges 

with 30 user 

licenses =Rs. 

629.2 Crores 

Orange 

package 

in Python 

and 

KNIME 

Total  Rs. 2297.2 

Crores  
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IIM Shillong Confers Degrees To 268 Graduating Students at  its 13th Convocation 

"Degrees were conferred upon 252 PGP students and 16 PGPEx students while two scholars were conferred with their PhD degree." 

 

 The Institute successfully conducted the 13th convocation on Wednesday, April 20, and this year a total of 268 students graduated from 

the institute. Degrees were conferred upon 252 PGP students and 16 PGPEx students while two scholars were conferred with their PhD 

degree. IIM Shillong conferred Chairman’s gold medal to Hardik Goyal from the batch of PGP 2022 and Ms. Shikha from batch of 

PGPEX 2022. Mr. Goyal also received the Shri Rathindra Nath Datta Gold Medal for securing the highest CGPA. 

The Director’s Gold Medal was awarded to Abhishek Khurana from PGP 2022 and Nisarg Shrivats from PGPEX2022 and Pranav 

Agarwal from PGP2022 was awarded with gold medal for positive contribution to campus life. 

Addressing the Convocation, Chief Guest, Dr. Devi Prasad Shetty, Founder and Chairman of Narayana Health said, "The world in which  

 

 

TIMELINE 
 

or the world which was when you joined the IIM Shillong and the 

world how it is now when you are graduating are dramatically 

different. The world has turned upside down due to Covid. 100 

years from now if a historian is going to write the history of the 

world, there would be two distinct periods, one is BC, that is, 

before covid, and the second is AC that is after covid. To be 

successful in life, to make a difference, to make this world a better 

place to live in, you have to think different.” He further added 

“Whatever you do in your life, remember that the power of your 

purpose is more important than all the other strategies combined. 

So, try to choose a purpose by which you can make this world a 

better place to live in." 
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The nomination for Excellence Award was judged on the basis of 

the one or more of the following metrics by a specially constituted 

Committee: 

 The Officer/Staff member consistently performs his/her job in 

a manner that is helpful to students, faculty, officers & staff of 

the Institute. The action on the part of the officer/staff member 

should foster excellence in personal interaction, 

communication, collaboration and cooperation with students, 

faculty and colleagues.  

 The work performed by the officer/staff member should exhibit 

initiative, enthusiasm, courage, risk and presence of mind and 

Excellence Award for top performing Officers & Staff instituted 

On a first of its kind by the Institute, in consideration of its 14 years 

of existence, IIM Shillong formally acknowledged and recognised 

the contribution of Officers & Staff in various activities and duties 

performed. 

As a prelude to Convocation, the following Officers & Staff were 

felicitated on the 19th day of April, 2022. 

 Ms. Jessyca Laloo, Office Assistant 

 Mr. Zicco Shira, System Analyst & Officer (IT) – 

incharge 

 Mr. Merlvin J. Mukhim, Admn. Officer Student Affairs 

& Placement and Security Officer (i/c) 

 

Chairman of the Board of Governors, Shri Shishir Kumar Bajoria, 
congratulated the students and the faculty members in his 
address. “Although the crisis brought several human-institutional 
challenges, we, as a community, grew stronger. India, as a 
country, faced the pandemic in one of the best ways in the world; 
our leadership ensured that our heads were held high,” he said. 

 

Director of IIM Shillong, Prof DP Goyal, said that the Institute has 
made significant all-round progress and pointed out that the most-
awaited moment for IIM Shillong was to be housed in its own 
campus. 
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 demonstrate excellence in achievement and performance.  

  The officer/staff member handles difficult job assignment and 

has been able to cope with adverse working conditions in an 

especially admirable manner.  

 The officer/ staff member is able to provide 

innovative/creative solution to a problem or task that result in 

cost reduction or time saving or increased efficiency or 

simplification of work process or better service towards the 

academic community at large.  

 Anv action on the part of the officer/staff member that 

enhances the image of the institute. 

  Any specific action on the part of the officer/staff member 

that was performed beyond the normal call of duty and merits 

recognition. 

The team from the Institute’s Wellness Centre were also 

felicitated on the day for their selfless contribution and 

services during Covid pandemic. 

 

 

 

 

IIM Shillong organized a Faculty Development Program for 

Faculty Members and PhD scholars of the Institute on 6th April, 

2022, at IIM Shillong, Umsawli campus. Prof. Yogesh K Dwivedi 

from Swansea University, United Kingdom took the sessions. 

Topics discussed was on “How to develop a quality research 

article and avoid a journal desk rejection” and "Targeting Quality 

Journal". 

 

 

 

IIM Shillong hosts GLOGIFT 21 international conference in 

hybrid mode 

 

FDP conducted 

 

Indian Institute of Management (IIM) Shillong hosted GLOGIFT 

21, a three-day international conference aimed at providing a 

global forum for practitioners, policymakers, teachers, researchers 

and students to share their research and experiential findings. 

Themed ‘Flexibility, Resilience and Sustainability’, the conference 

allowed participants to present their work through empirical study, 

qualitative modelling, case studies and new concepts. 

Held in hybrid mode from April 21 to 23, the conference aimed to 

facilitate the sharing of practical experiences and insight into the 

evolution, formulation, and implementation of strategies for a 

flexible management system that meets the challenging 

requirements of global business. 
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demand on resource capabilities. “Organisations and people 

cannot be static. One needs to improve and keep improving every 

day”, he said and advised the students to learn new things every 

day, take feedbacks and continue evolving. The third strategy is to 

build a strong foundation of integrity and values where he 

mentioned few noted entrepreneurs, and highlighted the 

consequences of not having integrity. “No one starts with that 

intent, it happens gradually”, he said while focusing on the process 

of eroding ethics. “Build a strong ethical foundation… Businesses 

will test your integrity. Integrity is the only way businesses and 

professionals can last”, he reiterated. 

  

He reminded the students to not only take up the course for an 

improved salary package but to understand and cherish the 

journey of becoming true leaders. 

 

Director IIM Shillong, Prof DP Goyal, emphasized on the need to 

set a benchmark by the 10th batch for the years to come. “We 

produce managers with ethical and human values, wherein 

sustainability is our core focus”, Professor Goyal added. He also 

mentioned how teachers are only facilitators who would create 

and provide an environment suitable for effective learning, but the 

students have to be self-motivated. He also spoke about the 

unpredictability of the market, and how the pandemic had taught 

everyone the same. He asked the participants to make 

themselves future-ready for any such kind of situation. 

 

 

The inaugural ceremony of the conference at IIM Shillong 

Umsawli campus was attended by various luminaries including 

Prof. Sushil, Founder President, GIFT Society and Prof. Sudhir K 

Jain, Present President, GIFT Society, and Prof. Neelam Rani of 

IIM Shillong. Prof. Mayank Pareek, Professor of Practice from SJ 

Mehta School of Management at IIT Bombay was the Chief Guest 

during the occasion in presence of Dr. DP Goyal, Director of IIM 

Shillong. 

Sofia Johan, an associate professor at Florida Atlantic University, 

attended the conference virtually. The speakers shared their 

knowledge, experiences and insights while vastly elaborating on 

the multi-dimensional themes of flexibility, resilience and 

sustainability. 

GLOGIFT 21 featured research papers and practice papers on a 

range of subtopics pertaining to the theme of the conference. 

Some of the subtopics were systematic flexibility, business agility, 

strategic flexibility, sustainable supply chain, information system 

flexibility, strategic alliances and eco-innovation. The full papers 

and their abstracts were being collected since November, last. 

 

 

 

Commencement Ceremony for the 10th Batch of one year 

full-time PGPEx  

 
 

Speaking as Chief Guest during the occasion, Mr. Ravi Pratap 

Singh, Executive Director, Nucleus Software said to the students, 

“If you can’t do what you enjoy, then you better enjoy what you 

do.” 

Mr. Singh, further introduced the participants to a 3 strategy note, 

which one needs to follow on their journey, and which he himself 

followed during his professional career. Learning being the first 

strategy where a professional can continuously evolve himself as 

a learner. He stressed on the fact that one cannot learn, until he is 

willing to put his defects on the table. 

He mentioned the process of continuous improvement as second 

strategy that one needs to adopt to cater to the need of growing 
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U.S. Consul General Ms. Melinda Pavek led delegation, on her 

maiden visit to IIM Shillong campus had an interactive session on 

various potential collaborative prospects. 

 

 

 

"With the expertise of a reputed institution like IIM Shillong 

capacity building of administrative officers will pave the way in 

successful governance bringing happiness to citizens, which is 

the objective of the government," he said. 

Shri Pradhan suggested that the Centre, in the long run, become 

a hub of learning and gaining skills that will eventually turn the 

youths from job seekers to job providers. He said the new 

National Education Policy has been conceived and implemented 

to achieve these goals. As IIM Shillong has an important role in 

successful implementation of the policy, he expressed hope that 

this Satellite Centre will emerge as a boon for the process. 

 

Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Shri Pema Khandu, who was 

present at Tawang, expressed optimism that IIM Shillong will 

provide critical managerial interventions to help the State 

government in implementing its flagship projects as policy makers 

and administrators would be trained to improve efficiency and 

leadership skills. "Through this collaboration we also expect 

training and entrepreneurship development programmes to 

promote the start-up ecosystem in the state. As a think tank to 

the government of Arunachal Pradesh, I am sure that IIM Shillong 

will provide quality inputs for a more inclusive sustainable 

development in the state," he said. Shri Khandu also suggested 

that  in  future,  the  Centre  can  also  provide  capacity  building 

U.S. Consul General visit to IIM Shillong 

Satellite Centre of IIM-Shillong inaugurated in Arunachal 

Pradesh 

Niveshak 

 

Hon’ble Union Minister for Education Shri Dharmendra Pradhan 

on Monday inaugurated a Satellite Centre of Indian Institute of 

Management (IIM), Shillong at Tawang in Arunachal Pradesh kick-

starting a venture in capacity building of administrative officers, 

especially in management skills and necessary policy 

interventions. The Satellite Centre was set up following a 

Memorandum of Understanding signed by the Arunachal Pradesh 

Government and the Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam Centre for Policy 

Research and Analysis, IIM Shillong. 

This is a first-of-its-kind collaboration between IIM Shillong and 

any state government in the northeast region. Speaking on the 

occasion virtually from New Delhi, Pradhan congratulated IIM 

Shillong and Arunachal Pradesh Government, saying it is a big 

step towards professionalism in governance and public delivery. 
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and training to officers of the Indian Army, paramilitary forces and 

central government agencies like Border Road Organisation to 

enhance their skills on working in Arunachal Pradesh.  

"Not only officers, we also plan to provide training to our 

legislators in this centre," he added.  

Local MLAs Shri TseringTashi and Shri Jambey Tashi, including 

Shri Shishir Kumar Bajoria, Chairman, Board of Governors, IIM 

Shillong, Shri Prashant Lokhande, and Director, IIM Shillong, Dr. 

D.P. Goyal, among others were present on the occasion. 

 

 

“One has to have the willpower, right temperament, experience 

and the courage to ride on a journey like this,” said one of the 

bikers. 

Speaking at the programme, Director of IIM Shillong, Prof.  D.P. 

Goyal, praised the bikers and the organisers of the expedition for 

the initiative. He said, “You have to experience something to really 

know and feel it, and usually the experience is difficult to put into 

words. I noticed the bikers facing the same. The experience was 

so wholesome and spoke for itself, thus rendering them 

speechless.” 

“Events like this will help in bridging the gap, create awareness 

and generate interest among people to travel to the North East 

India and explore the rich and fulfilling experiences it has to offer,” 

Prof Goyal added. 

 

Talking about initiatives of IIM Shillong, Prof Goyal spoke about 

the contributions made by the institute to inculcate in the students 

the spirit of community building and understanding North Eastern 

culture through multiple projects that demanded them to interact 

and work with the locals. He also mentioned the MoU signed with 

Arunachal Pradesh and other initiatives taken to make IIM 

Shillong a pan North Eastern institution. 

Organised by the Amazing Namaste Foundation, the expedition 

which ended on April 17, 2022, celebrates ‘Azadi Ka Amrit 

Mahotsav’ with Dekho Apna Desh and National Road Safety as its 

other prime themes. The initiative aims to boost and promote 

North East India tourism, and help showcase the region and its 

potential through diverse lenses, while raising awareness among 

people about road safety measures and rules. 

 

IIM Shillong hosts bikers of ‘North East on Wheels 

Expedition’, discusses ideas on rebuilding sustainable 

tourism 

 CeDNER of IIM Shillong hosted a group of 12 bikers from the 

Falcon group April 11, 2022. The bikers were part of the nine-day 

‘North East on Wheels Expedition’ that aims to promote the 

Culture of North-Eastern States. 

 

In an interaction programme, organised by IIM Shillong, the 
potential of promoting North East India’s tourism through impactful 
yet exciting cross- cultural event campaigns was discussed. Local 
successful entrepreneurs, prominent personalities, and community 
leaders were present for the session. 

The bikers, coming from different walks of life and from different 
parts of the country, unanimously agreed upon the fact that the 
North East has a lot to offer in terms of tourism and cultural 
diversity. They reiterated their awe for the scenic beauty of the 
region and the warmth the people of the region had to offer. 
 

 

The Ministry of DoNER and Government of Meghalaya in 
collaboration with IIM Shillong, North Eastern Council and Invest 
India (National Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency) 
organised a "Conclave on Investment Potential & Future Energy 
Needs of North East" at the Auditorium of the North Eastern 
Council Secretariat, Shillong.  
 

Shri B.L Verma Addresses 'Conclave on Investment 

Potential and Future Energy Needs of North East' in 

Shillong 
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Prof DP Goyal, Director, IIM Shillong spoke at length about the 
areas and extent of scope wherein IIM Shillong can facilitate on 
the investment potential and future energy needs. IIM Shillong 
being a premier institute in the region has contribuated to various 
community development programmes in the region. 

 

“The three centres of IIM Shillong, namely CEDNER, Dr APJ 
Abdul Kalam Centre for Policy Research and Analysis and the 
Incubation and Enterprise Support Centre facilitate the growth of 
entrepreneurs, research, and is a data repository in the region,” 
he informed. 

Prof Goyal emphasised on the need of sustainable growth 
of the region and elaborated how IIM Shillong can play the 
role of catalyst in this regard.   

The conclave was a part of MDoNER’s week-long North East 
Festival to commemorate Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. The aim is to 
leverage discussions on various aspects fundamental to the 
development of the North East region. 

The highlight of the conclave included presentations by individual 
ministries on their projects and their thinking for the future. The 
individual ministries being Ministry of Road Transport and 
Highways (MoRTH), Power, Civil Aviation, Telecom, Ministry of 
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) and Railways. 

 

 

तुझे हवा में उछालन ेपर, 

माां मुझपर बहुत झल्लाई थी, 

पपताजी से डाांट भी पडी , 

बुआ जब झूल ेमें झुलाई थी 

उस प्यारे से तोतली बोली को सुन, 

सब लोगो न ेखुल कर सराहा था, 

तेरे पहल ेरक्षाबांधन वाले दिन तो, 

पूरा माहौल बढ़ - चढ़ कर मुस्काया था, 

उन नन्ही नाजुक सी उांगपलयों से, 

फ़कत एक साांस में अपन ेप्यार को िर्ााया था, 

स्कूल डे्रस में उस भोली सी सीरत को िेख, 

सबकी आांखें भर आईं थीं, 

छह घांटे के इांतजार के बाि, 

स्वागत में माां न ेहलवा पूडी बनाई थी, 

इतू सी तो थी त,ू 

जब हमारे अपस्तत्व न ेहमलोगो को पुकारा था। 

Anurag Pandey 
WEMBA 21' 

पिय बहना 

 
इतू सी तो थी तू, 

जब माां ने तुझसे पमलाया था, 

हम भी भला दकतने बडे थ,े 

जब पहली बार तुझे गोि में खेलाया था, 

तेरी लाल - सुांिर सी सूरत को िेख, 

हमने अपन ेसपनों में खोई हुई िपुनया को जगाया था, 

तेरे घुटन ेके बल चलन ेवाले तरीके को, 

सबने बडे प्यार से पुचकारा था, 

खडे होकर चल कर, 

तून ेपूरे घर को पर लगाया था, 

 

पपथक ने पीछे मडु के िेखा - कोई नहीं ह,ै 

कहााँ गय ेसब लोग? 

पसफ़ा मीलों फैला हुआ सन्नाटा ही दिखाई दिया! 

कौन रास्ते चल दिय ेह ैलोग, पजस पर हम अब तक चल न 

सके? 

दकस मोड पर छूट गय ेह ैहमसाये? 

क्या वो सपना था, या दफर मन की वहम? 

न, वहम तो नहीं हो सकता; 

हााँ, सपना ही था र्ायि, जो नींि खुली, सपने टूटे,  

और सपनों के जहाां सपनो में ही गुम हो गए। 

पपथक ने आगे िेखा- 

सपनों का बडा सा एक कादफ़ला चल रहा ह|ै 

एक बार सोचा दक आवाज़ िे ज़रा,  

र्ायि कोई पल ठहर जाय,े 

और हमसाय ेजुड जाय ेपपथक के रास्त;े 

इतने में दफर ध्यान आया, सपने ही तो हैं। 

पपथक ने अपनी ओर िेखा, कुरेि कुरेि के अपने अांिर िखेा, 

तो एक सवाल झाांका धीरे से - आपखर इश्क़ के तीन गवाह 

होते क्यों हैं हमेर्ा? 

जवाब कुछ न पमला, पर पपथक को हमसफ़र पमल गय,े 

और वो चलता रहा, चलता रहा........:-) 

 

To be continued in next episode of NUKSA………………………… 

 

Composer, 
Achinta Kumar Sarmah, 

Assistant Professor, IIM Shillong 
 

छठा मोड 
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About Shad Suk Mynsiem Festival:  Shad Suk Mynsiem is the Khasi way of offering thanks to the creator for all the blessings and bountiful harvests 
received - characterized by many symbolic rituals, dances and the best of traditional apparel, while also paying homage to their ancestors while 
proclaiming the unity of the Khasis.  
 
Place: Lympung Weiking Ground, Shillong, Meghalaya 
Date: 11th April 2022 
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Roll No. 21005 
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